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„DIFFERENT APPROACHES IN ASSESSING 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONS”



Agenda

• Role of the cities as the developers of a 
region

• Role of Rakvere as the developer of 
Lääne Viru County





Our location in Estonia

Brüssel
2285 km



RAKVERE 



FACTS ABOUT RAKVERE

• First mentioned in 1226
• Rights of Lübeck in 1302
• Nowadays 7-9th largest city in Estonia
• Situated 100 km from Tallinn and 100 km from 

Narva
• Population in August 2010 – 16 954’
• Twin City in Latvia - Cesis



Auroch – symbol of Rakvere
FULL OF POWER



Resumé
• ANDRES JAADLA
• 10.03.1965. 

• Tartu University – speciality: lawyer 1991
• Member of City Council since 1993 

• Mayor of Rakvere 2002 - 2009
• Vice Chairman of City Council of Rakvere 2009 –

2010.

• 2010 – member of CoR’s Commission of 
Environment and Climate Change

• 2010   Mayor of Rakvere



Cities as the developers of regions

• Cities play an important role in developing 
regions

• People know specific cities, not regions or 
counties

• Developing regions through culture, 
tourism, events – more people in the 
region, more opportunities for local 
enterprises and businesses



Rakvere theatre – one the smallest professional 
theatres in Europe 

CITY OF CULTURE



Baltoscandal – biannual international alternative 
theatre festival



1 st Men Dance Festival in 2006 brought 2000 dancing men 
together

2nd Men Dance Festival in 14. June 2010
3000 dancing men 



PUNK SONG FESTIVAL 
Anarchy in the European Union 11.06. 2011

Choirs from all over the world singing notorious 
punk songs rearranged for choirs



Rakvere City Days - annual celebrations on city’s 
next birthday in June  2011



Celebration of European Day in 2008
Shawl of European Solidarity



120 m scarf hand -knitted shawl as a gift to 
European Parliament



Rakvere as a candidate city for European 
Cultural Capital 2011



Modern Sports Centre and newly renovated 
stadium

SPORTS AND RAKVERE







Aqva spa-hotel and water park
Opened in May 2008- 2010 owernights - 72000



ORDER CASTLE OF VALLIM ÄGI

DEVELOPING RAKVERE



DEVELOPING RAKVERE

FROM RUINS TO MIDDLE-AGED ADVENTURE PARK
5000 visitors in 2002

80 000 visitors in 2009



DEVELOPING RAKVERE

RECONSTRUCTION OF OLD TOWN AND 
HISTORICAL VALLIM ÄGI



DEVELOPING RAKVERE

Reconstruction of the Song Festival Ground



DEVELOPING RAKVERE

Reconstruction of Old Town



City as the planner – development 
trends until 2030

• Long-term planning
• Studies and research – analysis of 

population, analysis of movement of the 
existing population

• Good basis for future work and new 
opportunities for enterpreneurs of the city





Mõisavälja developing area



Lennuki industry and enterprise area

Airport for small 
aircrafts. 
Enterpreneurship 
area for small 
aircraft industry



CITY AS THE INNOVATOR

• City as the creator of innovative ideas –
improving existing services of the region,
creating other types of jobs
City as the planner – development 
innovative trends of the word and Europe 
until 2030

• Rakvere – the first Green City in Estonia



RAKVERE -
A GREEN CITY



COVENANT OF MAYORS
February 10, 2009



SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
ACTION PLAN IN JUNE 2009

• Base data from 2008
• Key words: 
� District heating
� Green energy
� Reconstruction and insulation of buildings
� City Planning
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Benchmarking shows the Music School high energy cons umption



RAKVERE MUSIC SCHOOL in 2008



RAKVERE MUSIC SCHOOL in 2009 



Energy specific consumption kWh/m², Rakvere Music s chool
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Changes on consumption



SMART HOUSE OF RAKVERE

International public competition
Intelligent/smart house, built of 
environmental friendly building 
material, energy efficient and passive 
house
Smart also by its content – Center of 
Universities and Research units.
First complex solution in Estonia



“Arvo P ärts Concert House and  
SMART HOUSE OF RAKVERE



Smart house with wind energy in 
the old historical building



Policy: Triple Helix

CommunitiesCommunities
Funding 
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Funding 
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Rakvere – E - Velocity  - 2012
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Rakvere – E - Velocity  - 2012



Reconstruction of a kindergarten 
into a low -energy consumption 

building



kindergarten - low -energy 
consumption building

•



RAKVERE IN CROSS-BORDER 
COOPERATION

Engagement in several transnational projects 
for achieving the “Green City” goals



Programm Baltic Sea Region 2007 -2013 
“Urb.Energy: energy efficient and integrated 

urban environment action”



International public competition



One of the winners: 
“Elementaalne ”



The other winner: Linna Mets



New construction projects for apartment buildings 
taking into consideration both insulation and 

refurbishment as well as overall image or 
appearance of the city by assigning new design,  

colour schemes etc to houses



Programm Intelligent Energy Europe 2008-2010
“Flick-the-Switch”



Programm Baltic Sea Region 2007 -2013
“Eco-Support activities – together towards a better nature”



Rakvere one of the 6 nominees in Europe for 
the Sustainable Energy Europe Awards in 
March 2010



Even large things start from small 
matters

THANK YOU!
Andres Jaadla .

Mayor of Rakvere

andres.jaadla @rakvere.ee


